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that can actually physically get some stuff off
the surface and bring it back to us.

We need to keep—and then I think the rest
of the space budget may be in some measure
determined by exactly what is going on at the
space station, how much progress we’ll be mak-
ing in the whole—you know, there’s seven,
eight, nine areas of basic research that I think
are likely to have enormous advances as a result
of what’s going on there. And I think that in
these two things, more than anything else, will
dictate how much money NASA needs and what
they need it for.

President’s Future Plans
Mr. Rubinstein. So, now that you’ve released

your inner nerd, my last question is, do you
think you’ll do anything related to science in
your next years?

The President. When I leave here?
Mr. Rubinstein. Yes.
The President. Oh, I certainly hope so. I’m

very interested in continuing to work in the
climate change area in particular and doing what
I can to convince the political systems of coun-
tries that have to participate in this that there
are economically beneficial ways to do the right
thing for the global environment. And in order
to do that, we have to continue the basic re-
search into alternative fuels and alternative tech-
nologies. There is no way to solve this over
the long run unless you can get more growth
out of fewer greenhouse gases. There is no way

to do it. And so, on that alone, I will continue
to be very interested.

The other thing that I’m particularly person-
ally interested in is the breakdown of public
health systems in so many countries, and how
it disables them from dealing with things like
the AIDS epidemic and other problems, and
what we can do to sort of put that back together
again. So I expect those are two areas that I’ll
be involved in for a long time to come, if I
have the opportunity to be.

Mr. Rubinstein. Thanks very much. I hope
that we can ask you some questions about it
later, when you’re doing those things.

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 4:20 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House for later
broadcast, and the transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 21.
In his remarks, the President referred to Eric
Lander, director, Whitehead/MIT Center for Ge-
nome Research; Vinton G. Cerf, senior vice presi-
dent of Internet architecture and technology,
MCI WorldCom, and his wife, Sigrid; J. Craig
Venter, founder, The Institute for Genome Re-
search, and president and chief scientific officer,
Celera Genomics Corp.; Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom; President Jiang
Zemin of China; and President Jacques Chirac of
France. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Remarks on Signing the Departments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
December 21, 2000

Sit down. Thank you. You just have to do
what I ask for a few more days. [Laughter]

First, I’d like to thank the very large delega-
tion from the United States Congress and both
parties who are here: Senator Specter, Senator
Conrad, Senator Dorgan; from the House,
Chairman Goodling, Representative Obey, Rep-
resentative Kildee, Representative Kelly, Rep-
resentative Talent, Representative Porter,
Lowey, and Clement. Did I get everybody?
[Laughter]

I’d like to thank the mayor of Philadelphia,
John Street, for joining us; and our neighbor,
the Prince George’s County Executive, Wayne
Curry; and the members of the Cabinet who
are here: Secretaries Riley, Shalala, Summers,
Herman, Slater; EPA Director Browner; SBA
Director Alvarez. Did I leave anybody out?
Chief of Staff Podesta and my Economic Adviser
Gene Sperling. And I’d like to thank Jack Lew
and Sylvia Mathews and all the people on the
budget team who worked so hard at OMB for
this.
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This is a good day for our country. For 8
years now, we have worked in this administra-
tion to prepare our country for the new century
and a whole new era of human affairs by build-
ing a nation in which there is opportunity for
every responsible citizen, a community of all
Americans, and a nation that leads the world
toward greater peace and freedom and pros-
perity. Today we have two more examples of
that in implementing our strategy of trying to
make the right, real choices for America and
not be trapped in the old, false choices.

Earlier today, this morning, we announced
new steps to preserve our environment by clean-
ing our air, steps that will protect the health
of all Americans by dramatically reducing pollu-
tion from trucks and buses powered by diesel
fuel, building on the announcements last year
to reduce pollution from cars and sports utility
vehicles. Together, these measures will preserve
our environment and protect thousands of chil-
dren from the agony of asthma and other res-
piratory diseases. By the end of the decade,
because of these steps, every new vehicle sold
in the United States will be up to 95 percent
cleaner than those rolling off the assembly line
today.

Again, this was the right, real choice, proving
once again that we can grow the economy and
improve the environment at the same time. And
I want to thank Carol Browner for her work
on this. She’s here. Thank you.

Now, in a few moments it will be my honor
to sign the very last budget bill I will sign as
President. And in so many ways, it could truly
be said, we saved the best for last. This bill
is called the Labor-HHS appropriation bill. But
more than anything else, it’s a bill about these
children behind me today, about their hopes,
their dreams, their capacity to learn, and their
need to learn about their future and the future
of our country. Again, it is further proof, as
the evidence of these distinguished Members
of Congress from both parties prove, that when
we put progress ahead of partisanship, there’s
no limit to what we can do for America and
our future.

We are now in the longest economic expan-
sion in our history. A critical part of our strategy
to get there was to put our fiscal house in order,
to replace record deficits with record surpluses.
With this budget, in spite of the investments—
and I would argue because, in part, of past
investments—we are going to be able to pay

off another $200 billion of our national debt,
on track to paying down $560 billion of the
national debt over the last 4 years and this year.
And because together we made the right, real
choices, we were able to increase investment
in the things that matter most. That’s what this
budget bill does today.

And let me just begin with education. Under
Secretary Riley’s leadership, we have worked
hard to make the right, real choice—to have
more investment and higher standards, more ac-
countability, and spend the money on the things
that the educators tell us work best. Test scores
are up today, with some of the greatest gains
coming in some of the most disadvantaged com-
munities. Two-thirds of our high school grad-
uates are going on to college; that’s up 10 per-
cent from 1993. In the last few years, there
has been a 300-percent increase in the number
of Hispanic students taking advanced placement
courses and a 500-percent increase in the num-
ber of African-American students doing so.

With the largest student enrollment in our
entire history, and the most diverse student
body in our entire history, education must be
priority number one for any administration.
With this budget, while turning the largest defi-
cits in history into the largest surpluses, we also
will have more than doubled funding for edu-
cation during the life of this administration. This
clearly is the biggest and best education budget
in our Nation’s history, and it will make a dif-
ference in the lives of millions of young people.
Let me just give a couple of examples.

Our first-ever initiative to renovate classrooms
will mean that, over time, millions of children
will attend more modern, more dignified, more
functional schools. This is about moving out of
housetrailers, and it’s about going to school in
old buildings that provide modern education.

With $1.6 billion on its way to help commu-
nities with smaller classrooms, we will help
roughly 2 million children learn in smaller class-
es, with more individualized attention in the
early grades. With nearly $1 billion more for
Head Start, the largest increase in history, we’ll
have more than doubled the program, adding
60,000 more kids to this quality preschool pro-
gram this year alone.

There is a dramatic increase in child care
in this budget that, along with the child care
funds provided in welfare reform, will help more
than 2.2 million kids next year, an increase in
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nearly a million just since 1997. By over dou-
bling funding for after-school programs, we are
providing 650,000 more students with a safe
place to learn, bringing to 1.3 million the num-
ber of young people benefiting from this after-
school initiative, something that did not even
exist 4 years ago.

With another major increase in the GEAR
UP program, 1.2 million disadvantaged children
will now be preparing for college as early as
the sixth grade. Together with one of the largest
increases in the TRIO program ever, we are
building greater pathways to college for eco-
nomically disadvantaged young people.

This bill has the largest increase ever in Pell
grants. We’ve now increased the maximum grant
by nearly $1,500 since 1993, for 4 million young
people every year from low- and moderate-in-
come families. This significant expansion of Pell
grants is part of the biggest expansion in college
aid since the GI bill, including the Direct Stu-
dent Loan Program, which has saved students
$8 billion already in loan repayment costs, and
the HOPE scholarship tax cut, which 10 million
families are benefiting from this year.

I want to say to all of you who worked on
this—to Chairman Goodling and Mr. Kildee,
Mr. Obey, all the other Members of the House;
and to you, Senator Specter, and the other Sen-
ators who are here; and most of all to you,
Secretary Riley, who is now the longest serving
and, I believe, clearly the finest Education Sec-
retary our country ever had—I thank you all
very much. Thank you. This education budget
is a real tribute to the bipartisan work of this
Congress, and I am very grateful.

The budget also makes good on our commit-
ment to help every community share in our
Nation’s prosperity. This is a big deal to me,
and also to America’s future. About 18 months
ago, I began the first of what I called new
markets tours, to shine a spotlight on people
and places that had been left behind in this
long and remarkable recovery. I wanted every
American investor to see the potential of these
communities and the promise of the people who
live there.

I knew that government couldn’t do it alone
and that, in fact, we would have to find a way
to get more private investment into these com-
munities. But I also knew that business could
not be expected to go it alone, that we had
to find some way to bring hope and opportunity
home to these communities.

Now, at the same time, to be fair, there were
people in the Congress who were interested in
this who were struggling for some bipartisan
consensus to bring free enterprise to parts of
America that have been left behind. Among
them, in the House, were Representative Talent,
who is here, and J.C. Watts and Danny Davis,
who represents Chicago but, like me, was born
in Arkansas. And there were other groups that
were looking at this.

So we all worked together to give you a budg-
et that delivers something that I believe is truly
unique and significant. It includes the landmark
new markets and community renewal initiative.
It’s the most significant effort ever to help hard-
pressed areas, both rural and urban, to lift them-
selves up through private investment and entre-
preneurship. It is a triumph of bipartisanship.
And again, I want to thank those whom I just
mentioned—especially you, Mr. Talent—and I
want to thank the Speaker of the House, Dennis
Hastert, who went to Chicago with me and Rev-
erend Jackson and without whom we could not
have passed this important initiative.

Here’s what it does. First, it establishes the
first-ever new markets tax credit. It sets up a
new market venture capital initiative. Now, what
does all that mean? It basically means if we
can get people to put money into really de-
pressed areas, all the rest of America will share
part of the risk by giving them a tax credit
to do it. And it’s a darn good investment.

We also expanded and strengthened 40 em-
powerment zones; that’s the program our admin-
istration has run for the last 8 years under the
able leadership of Vice President Gore. And we
created 40 renewal communities across our Na-
tion; that’s an alternative designed essentially by
Republicans in the House, with the Democrats
who worked with them. And we decided that
since nobody knows how to do this, we ought
to try in 40 places with each approach and see
which one works better, and see what works
better with each approach. It’s a terrific idea,
and I only wish I was going to be around when
all the results come in. [Laughter]

But over the next—sometime over the next,
I’d say, 2 to 4 years, probably more like a 4-
year period, we’ll actually have evidence of what
happened in the 40 empowerment zones, what
happened in the 40 renewal communities. That
Congress will take the evidence and, I hope,
as a result of that evidence, will then enact
legislation that will permanently establish a
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* White House correction.

framework for always encouraging America to
invest in the areas that otherwise would be left
behind.

And if, like me, you’ve spent a lot of time
in the Mississippi Delta or Appalachia or inner-
city neighborhoods or on Native American res-
ervations, you doubtless have concluded, as I
have, that intelligence is pretty equally distrib-
uted throughout this country and so is the work
ethic. But we have not yet equally distributed
opportunity and access to capital. We’re trying
to figure out how to do it. This is a truly historic
day, and we did it together, and I am very
grateful. Thank you.

This budget also does more to improve health
care and to strengthen families and community.
And again, I want to thank the Members of
Congress who are here who had primary respon-
sibility for the health care issues, and Secretary
Shalala, who has also been with me from day
one. And we were together yesterday with our
sweeping health care privacy announcement.
She may be the only one of us that is absolutely
convinced she is getting a promotion, because
she’s going to become president of the Univer-
sity of Miami—[laughter]—and she gets a foot-
ball team, which she does not have in her
present job. Thank you.

This budget includes options for States to en-
roll tens of thousands of uninsured children in
the Medicaid program by using schools, public
housing, and other sites easily acceptable to par-
ents and children.

Let me explain why this is important. We
have got 2.5—since the Congress—in the bal-
anced budget bill, Congress adopted the CHIP
program, the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, 1997. Since then, 2.5 million * kids have
been enrolled. And as a result, this year, for
the first time in 12 years, the number of people
without health insurance in the United States
went down—for the first time in 12 years. But
the money is there for five million kids to be
enrolled. And we know, from the evidence of
all of the States that have been particularly vig-
orous, that if we can just find the kids, their
parents will sign up.

This program provides funds so that we can
do CHIP enrollment in schools, public housing,
and other places where the people are. It also
provides options for States to help low-income
seniors enroll in programs that cover their Medi-

care premiums and copayments. It provides crit-
ical support to those moving from welfare to
work by ensuring that working does not mean
losing your health care. It ensures quality health
care services for people on Medicare by invest-
ing about $30 billion in hospitals, home health
agencies, hospices, nursing homes, and managed
care plans.

And this is very important. I admire the Con-
gress for doing this. We adopted the Balanced
Budget Act in ’97. We adopted some substantive
changes in our Medicare program that we
thought would produce a certain level of savings.
They produced more savings than we estimated,
at great cost to the quality of health care, or
the capacity of our providers to do it. So they
asked us to make some corrections, and we did.
And that’s what this is. It’s a very, very good
thing for America.

The other thing this bill does, that I think
will be very important to people for a very long
time, is that it expands preventive benefits like
cancer and glaucoma screenings for Medicare
beneficiaries. It creates a new program to pro-
vide people with disabilities with community-
based health care services, and it increases
fundings for AIDS prevention, research, and
treatment.

Also, it includes a $20.3 billion investment
in biomedical research, nearly doubling since
1993 our investment in the National Institutes
of Health. And I would like to say a special
word of thanks to a retiring Member of Con-
gress, Representative John Porter, who’s been
a great leader in this. Thank you very much.

The bill provides $11.9 billion in funding for
the Department of Labor, for funding from job
training to eliminating abusive child labor prac-
tices and promoting education around the world.
Nearly 900,000 dislocated workers will receive
support and assistance in their efforts to return
to work.

Secretary Herman’s here. I’d like to thank
her for many things, and 8 years of service in
this administration, 4 in the White House and
then as Secretary of Labor. But one of the rel-
atively little noticed but, I think, profoundly im-
portant initiatives that this administration has
undertaken is to try to eliminate abusive child
labor in the United States and everywhere it
exists in the world. And I thank you for your
leadership in that regard. I thank you very
much.
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Finally, the bill would allow nearly 700,000
immigrants who have worked, lived, and paid
taxes in the United States for years to stay here
legally without fear of being separated from
their families.

When I outlined our budget priorities in the
State of the Union last January, I urged Con-
gress to work with me to pass a fiscally respon-
sible budget that would be true to our values
and invest in the capacity and future of the
American people. I recall the good advice of
President Theodore Roosevelt, who said that a
growing nation with a future takes the long look
ahead. This budget takes the long look ahead,
to educate our children, renew our communities,

and build our common future. I am very proud
of it and very grateful. If we stay on this course,
our best days are ahead.

Thank you very much. Now I’d like the Con-
gress and the members of the administration
to come up.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:03 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. H.R. 4577, the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2001, approved December
21, incorporating H.R. 5656, the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2001, was assigned Public Law No. 106–554.

Statement on Action To Reduce Diesel Emissions
December 21, 2000

A year ago today I announced the toughest
air pollution standards for new cars and sport
utility vehicles. Today we take another bold step
to clean our air. We are adopting strong new
measures to dramatically reduce unhealthy and
unsightly emissions from trucks and buses pow-
ered by diesel fuel. Together, these actions rep-
resent the most sweeping effort ever to protect
our air and our health from the pollution caused
by the vehicles we drive. They ensure that by
the end of the decade, every new car, truck,
and SUV in America will be up to 95 percent
cleaner than those on the road today.

Today’s action by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency mandates cleaner diesel fuel and
extends the latest pollution control technology
to all trucks and buses for the first time. These

advances will prevent not only the thick plumes
of diesel exhaust all too familiar to motorists
but also thousands of cases of respiratory illness
and premature deaths. We will spare thousands
of children and elderly the agony of asthma
and bronchitis and help to fulfill the promise
of clean, healthy air for every American.

For the past 8 years, Vice President Gore
and I have been guided by the conviction that
a strong economy and a healthy environment
go hand in hand. Indeed, our Nation entered
the 21st century enjoying both unprecedented
prosperity and the cleanest air and water in a
generation. Our actions a year ago and today
will help ensure an even safer and more pros-
perous future for generations yet to come.

Statement on Signing the Departments of Commerce, Justice, State, the
Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
December 21, 2000

Today I am signing into law H.R. 4942, the
Departments of Commerce, Justice, State, the
Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2001. I commend the Congress for approv-
ing a bill that provides critical funding for en-
forcing our Nation’s laws, protecting our pre-

cious natural resources, promoting international
peace, and supporting our diplomatic operations.

Many portions of the Act are considerably
improved compared to the previous House and
Senate versions. I appreciate and commend the
Congress for the many changes that have been
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